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COWLINGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2019 in the Village Hall  

 

Open Forum for items not on the agenda:        

Nothing raised. 

 

Present: 

Councillors:  J Giblenn,  L Aston, S Smith.  Also Borough Councillor P Stevens (part) and Clerk J Barnett.    

 

Item  

 

Action 

   

1 Election of Chairman: 

Councillor Giblenn was elected Chairman and signed the Acceptance of Office of Chairman.   

 

 

2 Co-option of Councillor: 

Robert Jones was co-opted back onto the Council and all Councillors then signed their 

Declarations of Office.  Councillors confirmed that their individual Register of Interests were 

all up to date so it was not necessary to fill out new ones.   

 

 

3 Election to other Offices: 

Vice-Chairman.  L Aston was elected to this position.  S Smith was elected to Footpaths 

Officer.  J Barnett was to continue as representative to SALC.   

 

 

4 Apologies for absence: 

None. 

 

 

5 

 

Receive Councillors Declarations of Interest in any agenda item: 

None declared.   

 

 

6 Open Forum for items on the agenda: 

Nothing raised. 

 

 

 

7 Minutes: 

The Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 18th March 2019 and also the 

payments made at that meeting.  Also the minutes from the Annual Village Meeting on 15th 

April were approved and signed.   

 

 

8 Matters Arising: 

1. New grit bin.  Clerk reported that he had the new grit bin and that would be put in 

place together with several other jobs now scheduled for completion.   

 

 

 

Clerk 

9 West Suffolk Council: 

Councillor Stevens said the Council was still in flux from the recent elections where their 

majority had been reduced from 20 to 5.  They have their Annual Meeting next week where 

they appoint committee members.  Branches Park planning application is likely to be heard at 

the meeting in early June.  The Locality Budgets have been increased somewhat and he is 

open to requests for assistance in this way.  The Chairman thanked Councillor Stevens for his 

report. 
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10 Highways: 

1. Clerk said that the grips had been done in the village after many years of neglect which 

had been the cause of all the ‘mobile works’ signs up and around.   

2. Councillor Jones said that there was a large pothole just beyond New England Lane on 

the Newmarket Road.  Councillor Giblenn said that the continued subsidence on the 

Bradley Road beyond Rosalie crossroads was beginning to open up another pothole. 

3. The signposts and street nameplates are all looking in poor condition and dirty.   Clerk 

said that Highways do not do this anymore as they have no budget for it.  They are 

looking to Parish Councils to take this over on a voluntary basis.  Clerk said it used to 

be done as part of the annual litter pick in the village as one volunteer preferred to 

clean all the signs rather than pick litter.  It was suggested that it could be put on 

Facebook asking for volunteer(s) to do this.  Clerk will put this on.  

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

   

11 Village Hall: 

1. Renovate the front door and frame.  Clerk said that the person tasked with this had 

been too busy so he had transferred the job elsewhere to another general 

builder/handyman who had also given estimates for the following: 

a. Replacement circular seat on The Three Tuns £210 

b. Pull down screen at the Village Hall FOC 

c. New village sign post to replace rotted  £650 

d. Make up flat pack cabinet for archives in the Village Hall FOC 

e. Damaged fence at Tillbrooks Hill £510 

f. Put up replacement door on old noticeboard at Pound Green (completed), 

install grit bin at new England lane and the newly added renovation of the 

Village Hall front door and frame were yet to be costed but likely to be within 

the normal maintenance budget.   

These were all approved.  Clerk to organise.   

2. All the very old plastic pipe water in the Village Hall has now been changed to copper. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

12 Tillbrooks Hill land transfer: 

Bendall & Sons has confirmed that the transfer is now complete and the restrictive 

covenant was removed.  There is a small invoice for £20 which is for an increased Land 

Registry fee.  This was approved.   

Councillor Giblenn said that there were some trees in the hedge along the verge that need 

clearance around. 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

   

13 Planning applications: 

None.  It was reported that the work to improve the landscaping outside the new fence at 

Cowlinge House, which was part of the conditions of approval of the application, had not 

been started yet. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

14 Correspondence received to date: 

1. The European elections are on May 23rd and the Village Hall will be required as 

normal.  Councillor  Giblenn offered to open up for them normally at around 6.30am 

and they close up themselves. 

2. Thanks received from Suffolk Accident Rescue Service and Newstalk for their 

donations. 

3. Email sent to Parklands owners on 8th May 2019 confirming the Parish Council letter 

sent on 2nd March 2019 complimenting them on all the work done and having solved 

the problem of flooding that had been going on so long.  Also that they had restored 

 

 

JG 
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the visual aspect of the property which had long been an excellent welcome to the 

village.  Also confirming a letter had been sent to the Woodland Trust to update them 

on the improvements at the property.   

 

15 Annual Village Meeting report: 

There had been 17 people at the Annual Village Meeting which was a little down on recent 

years but still many more than a number of comparably sized villages achieve.   

 

 

16 Annual review of Parish Council assets: 

Councillors had been issued before the meeting with a revised asset list at 31st March 2019 

and this was approved. 

 

 

17 Annual review of Risk Assessment and checklists: 

Councillors had been issued before the meeting with a revised Risk Assessment and also a 

revised Checklist.  These were approved.  Clerk showed the Council the portable fire-resistant 

safe that houses all the important papers/information e.g all 5 village Greens deeds, digital 

back-up of all Parish Council material, old maps containing historical data etc.  

 

A tea/coffee break was taken at this point. 

 

 

18 Litter-pick report: 

This was on Sunday 24th March.  Councillor Aston said that it had been very successful, so 

much so that they had run out of equipment.  There were 20+ people there which was a really 

good turn-out.  The leaflets, it was felt, had helped remind people of the event.  Clerk to chase 

his request at West Suffolk for more equipment free of charge but if not available then some 

will have to be purchased.   

Councillor Aston said she would organise another litter pick in the Autumn.   

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

LA 

19 Request for a new combined litter bin at Lambfair Green: 

There had been a request at the Annual Village Meeting for a further combined litter and dog 

bin at Lambfair Green.  It was agreed this was needed and a suitable position.  It was 

suggested that perhaps the new ‘builder/handyman’ could install this for us.  Clerk to 

organise.   

There was discussion on the use of dog poo bags as Councillor Smith said that it was 

preferable to flick the poo into the ditch/hedge where it will degrade quickly rather than use a 

bag which went to landfill and was not degradable.  The possibility of a dog bag dispenser, as 

used in Great Bradley, was discussed.  Clerk to check if the dog bags in the Great Bradley 

dispenser are degradable.   

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

20 Possible new event to celebrate the transfer of land at Tillbrooks Hill: 

This was not thought to be worthwhile.  However, discussion ensued upon the possible new 

play equipment at Tillbrooks Hill.  Clerk said he had just installed some outdoor gym 

equipment at Great Bradley  Recreation Area (in addition to the already installed play 

equipment) and it had been really well received.  The thoughts then turned to the possibility of 

having perhaps 2 pieces of play equipment and 2 pieces of outdoor gym equipment which 

would then suit all ages.  Clerk to research ideas/equipment for the next meeting.  It was felt 

that should this come about then that might be more suitable as a party/event to celebrate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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21 Entrance gates and no footway signs for the village: 

There was no support for this at the Annual Village Meeting but discussion at this meeting 

found some for and some against.  It was agreed to take no action on this at present.  It was 

felt that the existing entrance signs should be straightened and cleaned and generally made 

smarter.   

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

22 Finance: 

1. The Council declared itself an exempt authority for external audit on the grounds of 

turnover below £25,000 

2. The Council approved the draft accounts for 2018/19 to go to the internal auditor. 

3. A new bank mandate was required as one signatory had stepped down from the Council.  

Councillors Aston and Smith agreed to go on the new mandate and it was duly filled out 

and  signed.   

4. Accounts for payment.  The Council approved 18 payments totalling £4856.79. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

23 Village Events: 

Councillor  Smith said that the Threeways was planning a beer fest/party on Bank Holiday 

24th August. 

 

 

24 Matters for consideration at the next Meeting: 

1. Approve the 2018/19 accounts 

2. Speedwatch  

3. The paper bank was reported full 

 

 

Clerk 

25  Next meetings dates: 

The next meeting dates are:  24th June (approve accounts from 2018/19), 9th September, 18th 

November (pre-budget planning). 

  

There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors for their attendance and 

closed the meeting at 9.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


