Cowlinge Annual Village Meeting 15t April 2019

Joel Giblenn welcomed 17 people to the annual village meeting.

Minutes of last year's meeting:
Copies of last year's minutes of 237 April 2018 were available at the meeting and approved.

Suffolk County Council:

County Councillor Mary Evans said that the two topics | usually talk to you about at your annual meetings
are schools and roads. Generally, Suffolk’s schools have done well again over the past year. Suffolk has
risen in national league tables for students in achieving the standard GCSE pass in English and Maths.
However, when | tell you that 64% of students in Suffolk are now achieving the expected standard in
English and Maths, putting Suffolk in the top half of authorities, | expect we all appreciate there is still
much work to be done to ensure that our young people gain both the competencies and qualifications to
take them on in the world whether to higher educational, vocational training or work. GCSE progress
remains above average and Suffolk students have seen a steep increase this year with a Progress 8 score of
+0.08, compared with -0.02 nationally. This figure puts Suffolk top within our statistical neighbour group.
Progress 8 measures how well pupils of all abilities have progressed by comparing them with students who
achieved similar levels in Key Stage 2 across the country. Suffolk is in the top half of authorities for this
figure, ranked 42nd out of 151.

The percentage of disadvantaged pupils in the county achieving the standard pass in English and Maths is
in line with national figures. The Progress 8 figure for disadvantaged pupils is also above the national level
and is in the top half of authorities, ranked 42nd out of 151 (up from 67th in 2016).

A Level

The validated A Level results confirm that Suffolk pupils have once again performed well with the number
of A*- E grades remaining above the national average figures. The figures show that 98.1% of A Levels
taken in the county have been awarded an A*-E grade, compared to 97.6% nationally.

SEND PLACES

In January Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet decided we needed over 850 more specialist education places
in Suffolk. This to cope with the expected 18% increase in demand and to educate children in-county
Suffolk will need between 300 to 400 places for children with additional needs between now and 2020.
The demand for specialist education places in Suffolk is rising rapidly due to the county’s population
growth, advances in medicine, and the increasing complexity of specialist needs. The recommendations
include three new special schools and 36 specialist units attached to existing mainstream schools. This is
likely to cost £45.6m and next week Cabinet is being asked to approve a project to borrow an initial
tranche of £24.1m to create new special school places ready for September 2020.

Suffolk County Council 2019/20 budget approved

On 14 February 2019, Suffolk County Council we set our budget and this year we will be spending £10m a
week. Since 2011-12 Council has made over £260 million of savings. Recognising the unrelenting rise in
demand and the complexity of support required by vulnerable children and adults in Suffolk, the Council
are significantly increasing spending in these two top priority areas. The net budget for Adult and
Community Services (ACS) will rise to £243m and the net budget for Health, Wellbeing and Children’s
Services (HWCS) will rise to £147m. This is an increase of just over £14 million for ACS and HWCS. ACS and



HWCS will account for 75% of the total spend in 2019/2020 — three in every four pounds the Council
spends. The fourth pound covers everything else that we do - Fire and rescue, emergency planning,
archaeology, archives and records, roads and transport.

As you probably aware there was a change of leadership at SCC last May and | was appointed deputy
leader and cabinet member for highways, transport and rural affairs.

There are many challenges - we have 4,000 miles of roads to maintain and around 3,000 miles of footpaths
and frankly not enough money to do all we would like to do. Vehicle Excise duty and fuel levy — charges
raised by Government on all motorists raise £35b a year — how much do you think comes back to highways
authorities - £1bn. It is shared between councils and Highways England. To qualify for increased DfT grant
we have to show evidence for what we do so we have HMOP. My view was and is that it is too complicated
there are times when it seems that we are more concerned with meeting the HMOP than dealing with a
problem.

We have been running a successful pilot project out of the Ipswich depot to simplify the criteria for filling
potholes so we do more in one area together and we tackle the smaller 200mml potholes. | am awaiting
the formal results but they sound positive and | am sure we will adopt this across the county.

Suffolk’s roads warming to £300,000 thermal patching technology

January 2019 saw Suffolk Highways celebrating road repair success following a £300,000 investment in Nu-
phalt Thermal Patching technology. The investment, which has been funded from the extra £9.67 million
received from central government in the autumn, has aided the county’s Highways teams to carry out
more effective, longer-lasting repairs to Suffolk’s road surface. Over the month of January, Suffolk
Highways deployed three thermal road repair machines which repaired approximately 1,700 potholes
county-wide. The process includes an eight-minute heating cycle of the road surrounding the defect
allowing for the existing road surface to be heated to 200 Celsius. The surface is then raked, topped up
with bitumen binder and pre-heated material, then compacted. This all takes place within the service’s
much-favoured 15-minute temporary closure. The process does not require excavation of the highway,
meaning no dust or noise, and better still, no waste material. The result also means there are no surface
joints, which can be prone to faster deterioration. Following its success, Suffolk Highways is now looking to
accommodate this technology by adapting some of its own fleet to self-deliver this repair technique from
March 2019.

Suffolk wins £4.4 million for “smart” streetlighting

A highlight of January was the announcement that Suffolk has won a grant of £4.4 million from the
Government for a pioneering project to develop “smart” streetlighting. The project will see streetlights
adapted in a range of innovative ways, including being equipped with wind vanes and solar panels to
generate rather than consume energy. Highways’ electricity bill is currently £2.3 million a year and set to
rise, so anything that reduces the bill is very welcome. The street lights will be equipped with sensors to
undertake a range of tasks such as measuring traffic speed and volume; measuring road temperatures — so
gritting runs can be better targeted; and indicating whether nearby grit bins need filling or gullies need
emptying. The street lights can also be adapted to act as Wi-Fi and 5G transmitters.

We are working to be innovative and to harness new technology across the country

On 6 February, EO Charging, one of the UK'’s leading electric vehicle (EV) charging manufacturers, launched
‘Plug In Suffolk’ in partnership with Suffolk County Council and renewable energy provider Bulb. It allows
EV drivers to make a contactless payment with no need to register with networks or become members of
organisations. ‘Plug In Suffolk’” will see the installation of electric vehicle charging stations (up to 400
individual sockets) across the county at 100 key locations and business addresses. Once completed the



charging network will be available for all plug-in vehicle drivers with each charging location listed
on www.pluginsuffolk.org or searchable via Zap Map and Google Maps. The ‘Plug In Suffolk’ charging

network forms part of Suffolk County Council’s ambition of Creating the Greenest County in the UK.

Plan for £6million upgrades to Suffolk recycling centres

We are going to invest £6million into upgrading Suffolk’s recycling centres. The plan has earmarked £1m
for Haverhill for “urgent improvements”. Currently at Haverhill the site has to be closed when containers
are emptied because of space. The funding aims to double the size of the site and prevent such

closures. The opening hours for recycling centres in Suffolk changed from the beginning of April. All 11 of
Suffolk County Council’s centres will be open from 9am to 5pm every day from Monday 1 April to
September — bar Wednesdays. The new times will give residents an extra hour to recycle their waste
during the summer months. On Thursdays from May to August, all sites will be open until 7pm - a good
opportunity for residents to recycle on their way home from work. On Sundays and bank holidays, the
recycling centres will also be open from 9am to 5pm from April to September. The Haverhill-recycling
centre is having a £1m upgrade.

St Edmundsbury Borough Council:

Borough Councillor Jane Midwood said she had been recently contacted by a Cowlinge Parishioner on the
boundary with Wickhambrook to say that a drilling rig had turned up with a number of poles which were to
be erected for Broadband services. The area is ‘pole-free’ at present and residents wished that to remain
the case so the crew were persuaded not to proceed.
This is the last report from your St Edmundsbury Borough Councillor - following the elections on May
2nd, Cowlinge will be under the jurisdiction of the new West Suffolk Council. I do not expect you will
notice any change to services as many have been managed jointly by Forest Heath District Council and
St Edmundsbury Borough Council for some time.
The decision whether to have Borough status or not will be made by the new council. There have been
many arguments put forward for the creation of a new Mayor of the Borough of West Suffolk. Many
people favour the return of the mayoralty to Bury St Edmunds Town Council.
[ have enjoyed being able to help various Cowlinge projects with grants from my Locality Budget:
2015/16 £333 went towards buying a bench to commemorate the Queen's 90t Birthday
2016/17 £300 grant for the land transfer fees at Tillbrooks Hill 2016-17

£700 Glamorous new combined litter and dog waste bins 2018-19

£325 for the NAS device for digital archiving of the village records.
All these projects will enhance village life in their separate ways.
The four years that I have been on the borough has seen great change throughout the country and I
wish Cowlinge residents all the best for the future.
It has been a pleasure to serve as your Borough Councillor and 1 look back on more than 20 years of
representing Cowlinge with great affection. I will miss you all.
Suffolk Police:
P. C. Jon Gerrish sent his apologies but emailed the following:
Thank you for the invitation to your Annual Parish Meeting. Following a review of neighbourhood policing
that took place in 2018, the role of ‘community engagement officer’ (CEO) was launched within Suffolk. As
the CEO for your locality, | am responsible for approximately 70 parishes and so, as you will appreciate, it is
not possible for me to attend or prepare reports for each one as a matter of course. If required, crime
statistics are available for each area via the website www.police.uk all year round and anyone with internet

access can see this information. If there is a particular issue in your parish and you feel it would be


http://www.pluginsuffolk.org/
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.police.uk&umid=6A7ACE0D-85B5-6A05-AE60-23ECAB471508&auth=76a36a0301cf7179612a4414203a61368905a968-34a6ba983cc1d4788e83e3a76872afd94156bf2b

beneficial for police to attend, please contact me on this email address and it may be possible for me to
attend in person or prepare a report to address the problem. This can be at any time of year as it is
important that we are available at the time an issue has come to light.

| did attend the multi parish meeting (Police Forum) and would look to continue to attend these.

Parish Council:

Clerk John Barnett ran through the Parish Council activities in the past year:

April/May All the separate small litter bins for rubbish and dog mess were replaced by 4 large new
combined bins. A large grant towards the cost was given by Borough Councillor Jane Midwood (as noted

above).

The litter pick was attended by a good number of volunteers and a considerable amount of litter collected.
New Oak noticeboard for the Village Hall is installed. The old one is refurbished and moved to Pound
Green. The Village Hall sign is moved down to a more prominent position.

First cut of the village verges — organised and paid for by the Parish Council.

First cut of the footpaths, Village Greens, Village entrance signs, street nameplates, triangles, Green Man
Bridge clearance, War Memorial strim/weedkill, Village Hall frontage and garden by the contractor. This
continues throughout the growing season dependent upon rainfall/need.

2 planning applications were considered.

June All new plastic double-glazed windows and a new safety rear door are installed in the Village Hall.
Thanks to St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Suffolk County Council for providing substantial grants to
assist with this.

A new larger and brighter Vehicular Activated Sign is ordered and extra poles will be put in different areas
in the village 30mph zone. 30mph stickers ordered for householders bins

One planning application was considered.

July/Aug/Sept

Village Hall ceiling is sagging so it is replaced and the whole kitchen repainted.

5 Planning applications were considered.

Oct/November

Havebury approves the transfer of the grassed areas at Tillorooks Hill to the Parish Council. The matter is
now referred to the solicitors to organise.

Flooding at Erratts Farm is brought to the attention of the Council and this is notified to the landowner
who organises the digging of ditches to assist.

2 Planning applications were considered.

New Network Storage device is purchased for all the village archives being digitised by volunteers
Dec/Jan Serious water main burst at the Village Hall. This requires immediate attention and is sorted
quickly. It entailed a new channel dug in the car park to bring the inlet near to the rear of the hall.
Discretionary rate relief applied for again for the Village Hall and approved so no rates are payable

Litter pick organised for 2019

Feb/March  New grit bin for the bottom of New England Lane is ordered

White railings near Jonathan’s Farm are demolished and reported

White railings at Green Man Bridge are smashed and reported

The remaining very old plastic water pipes in the Village Hall are replaced with copper

Pound House Green at the bottom of New England Lane have their trees and hedges overhanging the road
cut back by the Parish Council contractor.

The annual donation is made to the church for churchyard maintenance.



County Broadband:

John Barnett said that the village had originally put up £14,500 in the form of a loan in order to bring Wi-fi
broadband to Cowlinge. The Parish Council had contributed £5,000 of this and members of the public had
given the remainder. Of the £5,000 there had been repaid £709 to date which represents 14%. It now
continues to be a reasonable source of income each year for the Parish Council.

County Broadband has sent a notice through to say that there will be essential maintenance on 17" and
18t April.

Neighbourhood Watch:

Andrew Crocker said it had been a quiet year again for Cowlinge. The top problems for rural villages

remain the same and Parishioners should be wary of theft from outbuildings, suspicious vehicles, door to
door selling and speeding vehicles. Do ring 101 for non-emergency problems. Holiday time is here and
making your home appear occupied is sensible together with an alarm for outbuildings which are now
much cheaper.

Community Speedwatch:

John Barnett said that the current Speedwatch group only operates about once per month in the months
of April to September with the assistance of one member from Cowlinge and 3 from Great Bradley. A new
Speedwatch group is needed in Cowlinge if more Speedwatch activity is to take place. Paul Cole said he
could help occasionally in the mornings. There is at least one other person from Pound Green who has
also offered to help. Andrew Crocker said there is a vehicle coming past his house at around 5am at 60-
70mph. Mary Evans said that Vehicular Activated Sign data could back this up and that if the Police were
informed there could be action taken.

Vehicular Activated Sign:

The new Vehicular Activated Sign is very bright and has been well received. Thanks go to Lauren Evans and
her husband who look after this and move it between posts regularly as research has shown is necessary.
Possible ‘entrance gates’ to the village and ‘no footway’ signs:

David and Pam Wedgwood said they objected to the ‘gates’ as they are expensive to buy and maintain and
can look grotty very quickly with vehicle spray. They felt that they were also unlikely to cause those
determined to speed through the village to desist. There was no contrary opinion expressed to this. John
Barnett was asked to contact the Brinkley Clerk and ask their opinion on their speed humps vs their
Vehicular Activated Sign.

With regard to ‘no footway’ signs the general opinion was they were not likely to be of any use.

New dual-purpose litter bins:

Joh Barnett thanked Jane Midwood for her very large contribution from her Locality Budget to help pay for
these bins which were a great improvement. Jane said that Cowlinge had blazed a trail with these bins as
other villages have now expressed wish to follow suit. Irmela Jamieson asked for one of these new bins to
be put at Lambfair Green. John Barnett will put this on the next Parish Council agenda.

New grit bin:

John Barnett said that a new grit bin was to be put at the bottom of New England Lane.

Tillbrooks Hill:

John Barnett said that the land transfer of the grassed areas from Havebury to the Parish Council has now
completed. Itis planned to have a celebratory ‘party’ to which all villagers would be invited.

The War Memorial has now been given Listed heritage status.



Village Hall:
Having secured substantial grants complete new windows and rear emergency door have been put in this

year.

The kitchen ceiling has been repaired and the whole kitchen has been repainted.

The noticeboard has been replaced with a new Oak noticeboard. The old noticeboard has been
refurbished to give a few more years service and it has been put on the air-raid shelter at Pound Green.
The village hall sign has been brought down to a more prominent position beside the door.

A major water leak under the hall was repaired but a new channel had to be dug alongside the hall

The very old plastic piping in the cloakrooms and kitchen has been replaced with copper for safety.

A new pull-down screen has been delivered as West Suffolk Council will no longer provide paper copies of
planning applications and they will now have to be viewed by the Parish Council online on the new screen.
A new cabinet has been ordered to hold all the paper village archives safely.

Cowlinge Facebook page:

John Barnett said that Paul Davis runs this for us all and our thanks to him for this. The page is becoming
more and more useful to get information across to people about what’s happening in the village and any
problems.

Cowlinge website:

John Barnett said that he looks after the website but it still needs a lot more work to bring it up to more
modern standards. He doesn’t have the time for this unfortunately and pointed out the Great Bradley
website was superb and managed by a member of the public on behalf of the village. He asked for anyone
who might have the time and expertise to do this for the village to contact him.

Threeways public house:

Sue Smith said that they were doing well and had been nominated for the Suffolk finals of pub of the year.
The organisers are coming tomorrow to do a video.

Village archives:

Mark Torpey has completed digitising his half of all the village archives. Paul Cole said that he had finally
been able to make a start after a rather hectic personal year. Once completed they will be putin a
locked cabinet in the village hall and uploaded to the internet. John Barnett said that the Network
Attached Storage Device for the archives is now available.

Reports from Village organisations:

St Margaret’s Church:
St. Margaret's Church is still open for business, although we are still without a Vicar. Plans are being made
to have a meeting to discuss the new Benefice Profile, we have added photographs to make it more family
friendly. Our chosen applicant decided the Rectory wasn't family friendly!!! We have been lucky in having
retired clergy to take our services. Work on the building has been slow mostly because we have to keep
repairing the parts that idiots think is lead. It all takes time to sort out. Work for the roof alarm went
ahead, and a large prepayment to U.K. Power, for future work didn’t help our finances. A large branch from
the tree nearest the Church, decided in a gale to break off, in the process damaging a monument on the
Tong family grave. We have been promised help in paying to get the church yard trees and hedges tided

up.

Bell ringers:
David Wedgwood said that his report is the same as last year albeit everyone is a year older. The bells at
Cowlinge are not rung so much these days as the Stradishall ones are preferred. They have 6 ringers in
theory but 5 bells to ring so if people are away it can be difficult which means that 4 people ringing is now
the normal. Last year there was a national appeal to get 1400 new ringers which succeeded in its aims but
sadly none in Cowlinge.



Coffee morning and book club in the Village Hall:
Linda Aston said that this had just started well last Thursday and there will be another one next month.
They are looking for new ideas for everyone.

Any other ideas, thoughts concerns:

Virginia Neild said that they had come across 6 bags of litter in the ditch and this is the second time in this
location. She has sent John Barnett the information and he said he would pass it to his contact at Waste
Management.

Andrew Crocker asked John Barnett if he had previously ordered the Perspex windows for the telephone
box as more were needed. John Barnett said he had and he would order more.

John Barnett said he had a number of books for the library in the telephone box and Andrew said to just
put them in a box and leave them at his house or simply in the box itself if preferred.

It was suggested that information on Boilerjuice giving money to the village via the Parish Council from
their oil sales to properties in Cowlinge, could be usefully added to the Facebook page

Joel Giblenn thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and declared it closed at 9 pm.

Signed Chairman date



