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COWLINGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th September 2019 in the Village Hall  

 

Open Forum for items not on the agenda:        

Nothing raised. 

 

Present: 

Councillors:  J Giblenn Chairman),  L Aston (Vice-Chairman), S Smith and R Jones.  Also Borough Councillor  

P Stevens (part), County Councillor M Evans (part), Clerk J Barnett and 9 members of the public.    

 

Item  

 

Action 

 County Councillor M Evans had 2 other Parish Council meetings to attend this evening so was 

asked to open the meeting with her report so she could leave immediately after: 

The new grit bin in New England Lane has caused some aggravation both in colour and 

position.  Clerk said that the 3 supposedly brand new green bins referred to in the 

correspondence were actually purchased in 2012 well before Highways decided all new bins 

must be yellow.   

Councillor Evans said that there was to be another crime seminar on 14th October.   

Suffolk County Council GCSE results are good and the disadvantaged are also doing better 

which is excellent.  However, safeguarding of children in rural areas takes 25% longer than in 

urban areas which will need to be looked at.   

MMR vaccination rates in Suffolk are much better than the national average with over 94% 

for the first jab and over 90% for the second which helps to control infectious diseases such as 

Mumps which can have serious complications. 

There is to be better signage on roadworks which will give much more information for 

drivers. 

They are looking at the possibility of an electric hop-on hop-off bus in Bury St Edmunds. 

Trading Standards have seized nearly 1 million items of substandard goods at Felixstowe.   

There are to be ‘We are listening’ events to hear what people want done.   

A member of the public raised a continuing problem with the chevrons at Highpoint bends.  

They had not been reported in so Councillor Evans said she would do it.   

Another member of the public raised the problem with road closures by Anglian Water for 

constant repairs in the village which cause huge diversions for vehicles and chaos for farm 

traffic.  There is a short section of water main that has had constant bursts over a number of 

years.  The whole section obviously needs to be replaced which must save costs for AW over 

the longer term but the individual leaks continue to be patched up causing chaos for the 

community.  Clerk asked Councillor Evans if she had a good contact at AW that might bring 

some weight to bear on this problem.  Councillor Evans said she would let the Clerk have this 

information.   

A member of the public raised the continuing state of the road near the Thrift bends caused by 

farm traffic using the entrance which they felt should be cleared/swept more frequently.  

Another member of the public said they felt that the problem is exacerbated by the use of the 

entrance by refuse freighters as a turning point to remain in Suffolk.  Clerk to contact 

Highways again regarding the problem and also pointing out the problem caused by the 

freighters.      
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1 Co-option of Councillor: 

Lauren Evans was co-opted back onto the Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance 

of Office.   

 

 

2 Apologies for absence: 

None. 

 

 

3 

 

Receive Councillors Declarations of Interest in any agenda item: 

None declared.   

 

 

4 Open Forum for items on the agenda: 

The applicant for the planning application at Cowlinge Hall explained the reasons for the 

changes to the already approved application.  He said that the barns were effectively beyond 

economic repair and improvement for the specified use.  A member of the public asked about 

the sound proofing and the applicant said that it would be specified by the Planners and that 

requests for sound mitigation could be added to the Parish Council comments on the 

application.    

West Suffolk Councillor P Stevens said that he had listened carefully to all the comments and 

they try to encourage diversity in rural areas and there are limits that can be placed on all 

applications.  

Councillor Stevens went on to finish his report from West Suffolk: 

There is a Rural Taskforce being set up and there are 4 consultation meetings in different 

areas.  The nearest is Kedington on 23rd September which the Clerk will attend.   

There has been a cashless flexible parking trial at St Andrews St car park which has caused a 

few problems.   It is expected that feedback from this will assist with improvements to the 

system.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

5 Minutes: 

The Council approved the minutes from the meeting on 24th June 2019 and also the payments 

made at that meeting.   

 

 

6 Matters Arising: 

1. New grit bin.  Councillor Jones said that the new grit bin needed a shovel.  Clerk said 

that he would put one in after it had been filled.     

2. Possible new outdoor gym and children’s play equipment at Tillbrooks Hill.  Clerk 

said he had already had one onsite meeting with a supplier and that he had another 

meeting this coming week.  He recommended postponing the discussion to the next 

meeting when full information would be available.  This was agreed. 

3. New combined litter bin.  Clerk said that the landowner of the paddock at Threeways 

corner had agreed that the new bin could go on the verge outside their paddock and 

next to the Trotting Horse Lane street nameplate.  

 

 

 

 

   

7 Highways: 

1. Councillor Jones said there was a water leak at the top of New England Lane near 

Caters Farm.  Clerk to check. 

2. Councillor Aston said that Anglian Water had taken a week to complete a repair that 

only took 2 hours and the  road was closed for that whole time.   

 

Clerk 
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8 Village Hall: 

1. Councillor Aston proposed that free initial sessions in the Village Hall  could be 

offered to any new groups in an attempt to encourage more usage.  They would be 

able to test the viability of their ideas without charge.  This was considered a good 

suggestion.  The Post office is looking to brings vans to villages without any services 

to provide cash and other postal services.   

2. Councillor Aston said that the coffee mornings are going very well but one problem 

for everyone was the noise reverberation in the hall itself.  Need to examine options 

for the mitigation of this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillors/

Clerk 

   

9 Planning applications: 

1. DC/19/1618/FUL Cowlinge Hall.  Construction of one building to create wedding 

venue and associated accommodation following demolition of existing buildings.  

After discussion the Council decided that it had no objection to the application.  The 

Council asked that comments be added that sound mitigation was ensured to at least 

the same level as before.   

2. DC/19/1479/FUL former piggery at Marks Farm corner.  One dwelling, relocation and 

conversion of existing outbuildings to two ancillary workshops.  Siting of sewage 

treatment tank and creation of wildlife pond.   

After discussion the Council decided it had no objection to the application but 

requested that the new buildings footprint should be no larger than the originals 

buildings footprints.  They also noted that adjoining properties in Stradishall had 

expressed concerns regarding light pollution and hoped that this new 

property/buildings would not add to their burden of heavy lighting emanating from 

Highpoint Prison.  

3. Councillor Stevens said that the application at Bridgelands had been deferred again for 

further information.  

4. The work to improve the landscaping outside the new fence at Cowlinge House was 

reported as not yet done which was part of the conditions of approval of the 

application.   Clerk was asked to report this to the Planning Dept.  
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10 Correspondence received to date: 

1. Correspondence received from Councillor Everitt West Suffolk asking for feedback as 

to how they should work with Parish Councils in future.  Clerk is attending a SALC 

area forum in Lakenheath tomorrow evening which Councillor Everitt is also attending 

and will discuss the response with him.   

2. Councillor Aston is taking up the role of editor of the Cowlinge Chronicle and is 

looking to produce the first new edition shortly.  It is hoped to be a quarterly 

publication.  Clerk has contacted the old distributors of the Chronicles and newsletters 

and established that a number are willing to continue albeit sometimes on reduced 

rounds.  These distributors account for 93 properties in the village and Councillor 

Aston is aware that there are remaining 43 properties needing a distributor(s).  The 

Clerk will print the Chronicles as before on the Great Bradley Parish Council leased 

printer.  There is a quarterly charge to this. 

3. Clerk said he had been contacted by a resident in Pound Green to say a neighbour had 

had problems with her phone line which Open Reach discovered was due to tree 

branches against the line.  Clerk has instructed the Council’s tree surgeon to examine 

the situation and to carry out any further work if needed. 

4. Community Speedwatch.  Councillor Aston is attempting to put together a new 

dedicated Cowlinge Speedwatch team.  There is a request for further officially 

approved places for the team to stand by the roadside (currently only 3).  Clerk has 

requested further stand points but there has been no reply to date.  The Speedwatch 
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sign at Factory corner has been broken for some time and lays beside the pole.  The 

Clerk has located a supplier and ordered 2 new signs.   

5. Grit bins.  West Suffolk has asked for information and update on how many bins the 

village has, their locations and whether they need filling.  Clerk has replied to this and 

included a map indicating where all the bins are.  This shows that the village has 4 bins 

including the new grit bin in New England Lane.  West Suffolk has been informed that 

the 3 old bins are half full and require replenishment and, of course, the new bin is 

empty.   

6. Clerk reported a telephone call from  member of the public saying that the broadband 

cable on the pole outside Tillbrooks Hill was loose and also that a strainer wire on the 

next pole down the hill had been cut/broken.  Clerk has visited the site and reported 

both problems to Open Reach.  The broadband cable has simply had a cable tie put 

round it to hold it to the pole and the strainer is still broken. 

7. Clerk reported that the revetment on the footpath from the Old Stores to The Chapel 

had finally been put in place and apparently to a good standard (according to reports).  

However, Councillor Smith said that the hedge had been cut and the footpath is now 

littered with thorny cuttings.   

8. Councillor Giblenn said that the verge at Tillbrooks needed the cutting schedule to be 

increased.   

9. Councillor Jones said that the hedge along the road at 1 new England Cottages needed 

cutting back.  Clerk to monitor as the date for restarting cutting after the nesting season 

has only just passed.   
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11 Network Attached Storage Device for archives: 

As the time for this meeting was getting on it was decided to hold this over to the next 

meeting. 

 

Clerk 

  

   

12 Finance: 

1. Clerk said that he had asked for an insurance quotation from Community Action Suffolk.  

The quote is considerably cheaper than that received from the current insurer and the 

Council approved moving to this company.   

2. Accounts for payment.  The Council approved 15 payments totalling £4,369.66. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

13 Village Events: 

1. Councillor Aston said that the coffee morning on 26th September would been in aid of 

Macmillan Cancer Support. 

2. Councillor  Aston said they were planning a ‘horse tack sale’ in the Village Hall  on 

15th November 

 

 

14 Matters for consideration at the next Meeting: 

1. Budget ideas for 2020/21.  All Councillors asked to bring their ideas for inclusion in 

next year’s budget. 

2. Network Attached Storage Device – held over from this meeting 

3. Meeting dates for next year.  Clerk will provide a draft schedule for approval/change.   

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

15  Next meetings dates: 

The next meeting date is:  18th November (pre-budget planning). 
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There being no further business the Chairman thanked the Councillors for their attendance and closed the meeting 

at 9.16pm 


